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Content Related to School Libraries in Elementary School
Curricula: A Comparative Study of National, Local and

School-based Curricula
So-Young Kim'

'PhD Candidate, Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

This research analyzes the content of elementary school curricula to clarify how school libraries are used in
the hierarchical system of national, local and school-based curricula. We examined the details and time schedule
for teaching of Gakushii Shido Yoryo (The Course of Study) as a national curriculum, Manabikata Gaido (Study
Guide) of Sodegaura City Chiba Prefecture as a local curriculum and Manabikata Keito-Hyo (Organized Table of
Study) of Narawa elementary school as a school curriculum, and carried out participant observation of
curriculum-related programs and interviews with interested parties. The results showed that all curricula required
students to use the school library in their learning. The use of the school library was specified in the curricula for
Japanese Language, Living Environment Studies, Social Studies, Integrated Studies and Special Activities. We
discovered that students benefit from school libraries out of school hours as well. School libraries support
students’ learning not only of subject curricula and extra-curricular activities, but also of non-curricular activities.

Keywords: Hierarchical system of school curriculum, Subject curriculum, Extra-curricular activity, School library
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Responding to Criticism:

Towards Museums as Cultural Learning Infrastructure

Hironobu SHINDO'

'Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

In Japan, museums are currently in the middle of structural reform, and face many challenges such as
financial problems. However, the fundamental question of “What is a museum?” has not been raised because
museum study has such a wide range today that it has become difficult to raise and share this fundamental
question. This paper tries to examine this question from the following three perspectives. First, the current
situation of museums and their reform is described. Second, criticism of museums is re-examined from their
aspects as public facilities, as places for collection, and in terms of their educational function. Lastly, the function
of museums as cultural learning infrastructure is examined from recent studies on museums and education.

Keyword: Museum, Re-examination of Criticism of Museum, Cultural Learning Infrastructure
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The Mechanism of Decision-Making Process in Public

Libraries

—A Questionnaire Survey to Six Prefectures—
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This paper discusses the characteristics of the decision-making process in the public libraries.
We investigated the style of decision-making and the adoption process of the programs which were
recently adopted. The results revealed that almost half the number of public libraries did not
conduct scheduled staff meetings. Many librarians thought that libraries followed a bottom-up
decision-making system. Although librarians presented many new programs, stakeholders outside
the libraries rarely contributed to the decision-making process. Many ideas for programs were
presented by librarians (not library directors), and the library director decided whether or not to

adopt them.
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Social Support for Sustainable Community In Order To Survive an
Aging Society
Chizuko Iijima'
Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

As birthrates continue to decline, residents of housing complexes also are facing difficult problems with
growing numbers of elderly people living alone. In addition, more numbers of elderly people are suffering from
dementia, and how they solve situations such as those in which “an elderly person is taking care of another

2 ¢

elderly person,” ““a dementia patient is taking care of another dementia patient,” or “an elderly person is taking
care of a disabled person” is now too much for just one community to handle. We thought we first needed a good
assessment of the situation, and based on the theme “social support for sustainable community in order to survive
an aging society,” we have been working on solving the problems of the Second Inage Heights as our field work.
As a “voluntary action” attempt, we first started attending the neighborhood council meetings and management
council meetings, and attempted interviewing the attendees and their friends and neighbors, eventually figuring
out the Inage Heights situation. Through strengthening relationships by attending various events, we made it

possible to implement a survey.

Keyword: Aged Society, Community, Human Resources Development, Sustainable Society
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The Argument on Girls' “Shamisen” Skill Acquisition in a
Popular Newspaper of Early Meiji:

A Study on the Modernization of “Yugei”

Koichi UTAGAWAT

"Doctor Course, Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo/JSPS Research Fellow

This paper considers the various aspects of the social positioning of girls' Yugei acquisition in the period
through an examination of the argument involving the Shamisen skill acquisition of a “daughter” in a small
newspaper of early Meiji.

Although the Shamisen was mastered by the young women in the townspeople’s social class with the aim of
servicing samurai families in the second half of the modern period, in a small newspaper of early Meiji, it was
exposed to criticism from both the editors’ side and contributors as a convention which barred them from
entering school. However, since the future course of the women who did enter school was not an image that was
shared socially in those days, the contributors did not thoroughly criticize the young women’s acquisition of
Shamisen itself.

From the above, it can be suggested that in early Meiji, even with its dominant outlook of "Yugei has no value

to the state," the situation was such that a young woman's Yugei acquisition was hard to be driven out completely.

Keyword: girls, Shamisen, Yugei, small newspaper
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