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Postwar Educational Reform and the Historical Development on Political Education

Naoto UEHARA

Today, the Fundamental Law of Education is facing amendment. The intention of educating
the Japanese to take part in the Formation of Nation and Society voluntarily is being reflected
on Article Vil “Political Education”. To make clear the background of this expectation for
amendment, I discuss the cause of this intention mainly from a historical broad view, leading us
to understand how the relationship between Nation and Individual has changed for a long
history. Moreover, I analyze the details of the past studies and practices on political education
from Postwar Educational Reform up to the present.

Through the analysis and discussion, I can point out the following points. First, an argument
on Article Vit “Political Education” originated in the process of having established the Fundamen-
tal Law of Education during Postwar Reform Period. Surprisingly, the idea of “Japanese
Democracy”, which does not. make any contradiction between the Emperor system of Japan and
Democracy, is found in the first low.

Second, the interesting features exist in the process of Article Vil “Political Education” : 1) they
had thought that political education should be legislated as an independent article at the stage
of planning for Fundamental Law of Education. 2) they had not discussed well the contents of
political education although they had argued how to control the teachers’ political activities at
school. 3) the meaning of the word “komin” or “seijikyouiku” had been discussed in relation
with that during Prewar times.

Finally, although the study about political education had been developed from the Postwar
Period, “Political Education” has rarely been main concern for Education itself after 1970’s.
This may because that the ideas on political education have been penetrated individually into
each of fields, such as human rights education, ‘welfare education, environmental education,
peace education, multi-cultural education, international understanding education, and so on,

which have been recently doveloped.
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Grandparent Education and Support Groups among Grandparents in the
United States : Towards Overcoming Challenges in Playing Parents’ Role.

Momoko MANO

With the advancement of aging society, it has become increasingly important to expand

supportive networks for the aged in order to meet their diverse needs, demands, and problems.

Particularly, in the United States, it has become a social issue that the number of grandparents

who are forced to assume full responsibilities for raising grandchildren has been growing rapidly.

Finding themselves placed in this new unexpected role, most grandparents are confronted with

social disadvantages or emotional stresses.

This paper aims to clarify supportive ways to encourage such grandparents from-the view-

points of educational as well as group approaches. Through these approaches, I will demon-

strate that Grandparent Education can provide them with informational assistances, and support

groups can provide them with emotional ones, thereby helping them fulfill the new roles.
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Producing ‘Ibasho’ for Children, and Michita Suzuki’s Essay on a Children’s Association

Tasuku MORIMOTO

Since the latter half of 1980’s, the topic of producing ‘ibasho’ for children as a comfortable

place is having been concerned in parallel with social problems on children. Some researchers

in the field tend to keep away from an intended leading by adults, but I consider that the concept

of ‘leading’ has to be reconstructed again.

In 1950-1960’s Michita Suzuki brought up the idea of organizing children while regardmg their

independence as important. The purpose of this paper is to inquire into an educational intention

on producing ‘ibasho’ for children, referring to the Suzuki’s idea.

The suggestions to producing ‘ibasho’ I have made clear are to regard children’s needs in daily

life and tense relationships between humans as important, and to connect with adult’s participa-

tion.
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How Can We Discuss Reflectively ?
—— The Historic Transition of Learning-Practice Research in Japan ——

Kaeung Hun, Yoon

The Shinano Farmer’s College was established in 1960 and operated for 7 years. It was new
experimental challenge in those days. Therefore, the number of research has evaluated and
debated the value of practice in the Shinano Farmer’s College until these days.

This paper will grasp researches of the Shinano Farmer’s College historically and analyze
main peculiarities in two aspects, the research trend of each age and the changing of researcher’s
point of views. Moreover, the work of paper, which based on personal analysis, will be
concretely divided into four frameworks (Farmer’s planned learning, Democratic farmer’s learn-
ing-movement, Socialist farmer’s movement and Anti-movement approach in research).
Through historic seizing of these previous researches, this paper is going to ask readers how we
can discuss learning practice in order to develop practice research better than better.

In conclusion, this paper suggest reasons why we should be kept in reflective point of view in

the process of research and the necessity why we should try from now.
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A Historical Study on the Relation between Vocational Qualification
System and Specialized Training Colleges

Kazuki UEGAMI

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the relation between vocational qualification system and

specialized training colleges.

Through a historical investigation, the following two points become clear about the relation.

First, it is cleared that, since vocational qualification system has not had a definite idea and

regular schools have been in short supply, specialized training colleges have been admitted as

training schools for vocational qualifications.

Second, it is cleared that, only specialized

training colleges admitted as training schools for vocational qualifications have developed in

their own way.

In conclusion, specialized training colleges should be classified according to the vocational

qualification, and vocational qualification system should have a definite idea in the future.
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The purpose of this paper is to examine the definition of “the right to learn” in Adult Education
in Japan. The paper will first review two different views on the definition of “the right to
learn”. One considers “the right to learn” as a concept that is based on the education legal
system. The other defines the concept from the perspective of human rights. The former
approach does not cover minorities’ right to learn which can not be guaranteed equal access to
learning. The latter one focuses on the problem of right to learn for minorities, which requires
further development. Secondly, based on the re-examination of the two different viewpoints,
this essay will argue that there is a need to take into consideration “the third generation of

A Study on the Concept of “The Right to Learn” in Adult Education

human rights” by examining its nature and significance. Finally, the paper will conclude that

“the right to learn” should be considered from the perspective of “the third generation of human

rights”.
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Recent Tendency towards Systematization of the Legislation on Adult Education,
Vocational Training and the Promotion of Social Participation in Italy : Legislative
Documents on the “Integrated System for Development of Human Resources”

Katsuko SATO

This paper intends to read various legislative documents on adult education, vocational
training and the promotion of social participation which have been adopted in the Parliament of
Italy during these 10 years. Through this reading, I try to describe a new stage of the systemati-
zation of learning process integrated for the devélopment of human resources. The key ward
of the reform is “formazione integrata”. it intends that a new flexible combination between
school education and vocational training should be developed and adult education should have
more important roles in inviting various social partners to this process of integration.

In EU countries, the social strategy for employment is one of the more emergent program and
many projects are promoted to organize training courses for the young generation who has not
adequate competences in the labor market. This problem is very serious in Italy. The con-
struction of a new system of “formazione integrata” is yet at the stage of experimentation. For
example, IFTS (Istruzione e Formazione Tecnica Superiore) and Centri Territoriali Permanente
are organized by adopting new methodology based on the demands from learners. I think it
very meaningful process to construct a new integration in the field of young adult education.

In this paper, only preparatory works have been done and more articulated researches are
requested to examine the process of realization and to evaluate this experimentation at the
regional level.
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cooperative sociali (1/a) (1/circ))
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(Legge 24 giugno 1997, n.196 Norme in materia di
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